
MCAS:  
Helping Your Child Prepare 



Workshop Objectives 
• What is MCAS? 
• Why do we have MCAS? 
• What do MCAS tests look like?  
• Who takes the MCAS tests? 
• When is it given? 
• What can I do to help my child prepare? 



Standards-Based Education Reform 
 in Massachusetts 

“For the first time in the history of public 
education in Massachusetts, curriculum and 
assessment of programs will be based upon a 
vision of educational excellence accessible to 
all students.” 

 Common Chapters, 
Massachusetts Education Reform Act of 1993 (p.1) 



Five Steps of  
Standards-Based Education 

1. Set the standards. 

2. Develop the curriculum. 

3. Design the individual courses 
and instructional strategies. 

4. Assess the performance of the 
schools and students. 

5. Use results to make 
improvements. 



Setting the Standards   
Massachusetts sets our standards… 

…what the teachers teach and what 
the students learn at each grade 
level. 

…called Curriculum Frameworks 



Massachusetts Standards:  
Curriculum Frameworks 

•  Mathematics 
•  Science & Technology/ 
    Engineering 
•  History & Social Science 
•  English Language Arts 
•  World Languages 
•  Health 
•  Art 

To get a copy of the Curriculum Frameworks, call the State Bookstore at 617-727-2834 
(Boston area) or 413-784-1376 (Western MA).  http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/

current.html 



Developing the Curriculum 

•  School districts look at the 
standards to know what to teach 
and when. 

•  School districts choose which 
curriculum to use 



Design courses  

Teachers plan for each day from curriculum 

TEACHER’S ASSIGNMENT BOOK 

Mathematics Book  

  Monday   Tuesday   Wednesday 

Classroom          Test 

Homework  pp. 24-25     pp. 31-32       none 

Group work Word Problems 



Test the System…… 
to measure results. 

    Students 

     Teachers 

     Schools  



Use Results…… 
  to help children learn.           
  to make schools better. 

  School makes a plan: 
 Extra help for students. 
 Classes for teachers. 
 Activities for families. 



What is “MCAS”? 

MCAS stands for: 
 Massachusetts  
 Comprehensive  
 Assessment  
 System 



MCAS Tests assess the performance 
of both schools and students. 

In general, assessments should: 
•  Align with the standards. 
•  Measure the actual results of 

education. 
•  If students do not reach the 

standards, schools may have 
to face consequences, such 
as loss of funding or coming 
under state supervision. 



MCAS Tests students in: 

• Mathematics 

• English Language Arts 

• Science & Technology/
Engineering  



MCAS Scoring Levels 
 Advanced – 260 or higher 
 Proficient – 240 or higher 
 Needs improvement – 220 or higher 
 Warning/Failing – lower than 220  

This Federal Law expects ALL students to 
be proficient in Reading/ELA and 
Mathematics by 2014. 



•  Look at the Parent/Guardian Report to find out 
how your child performed on test questions. 

•  Ask your teacher to help you identify your child’s 
strengths and areas needing improvement.   

•  Ask your teacher what you can do at home to 
help your child prepare for MCAS. . 

•  Ask the school if any special help is available for 
students during school, after school and in the 
summer. 

What Can I Do if My Elementary  
or Middle School Child  

Scores in the Warning Range on MCAS? 



MCAS: High Stakes Assessment 
To earn a High School Diploma,  

students MUST: 
1.  Score a minimum of 240 (Proficiency) on ELA and Math 

MCAS tests      
  OR 

 Score a minimum of 220 (Needs Improvement) on ELA 
and Math MCAS tests AND complete an Educational 
Proficiency Plan (EPP).  

   AND 

2.  Score a minimum of 220 on one high school Science & 
Technology/Engineering MCAS test. 

All students must also meet local high school 
requirements in order to graduate. 



What Can I Do if My 10th Grade Child Scores between 
220 and 238 on the ELA and Math MCAS tests? 

•  Work with the school to 
create an Educational 
Proficiency Plan (EPP). 

•  Work with the school to 
identify tutoring and other 
resources and supports.  

•  Make sure your child 
completes all the courses 
and assessments outlined on 
the EPP. 



What Can I Do if My 10th Grade Child 
Doesn’t Pass MCAS? 

•  Work with the school to create an  
Individual Student Success Plan. 

•  Work with the school to identify  tutoring 
resources.  

•  Help your child prepare for the retests. Use 
past MCAS questions to practice and 
strengthen skills. 

•  Students who do not pass the 10th grade tests 
on their first try have 4 more chances to pass 
the retest before the spring of their senior 
year. 

•  Your child may be able to appeal the MCAS 
graduation requirement. 



Types of Questions on the MCAS 
 Multiple-choice:  Students select an answer  

from four options. (All subjects) 
 Open-response:  Students provide a brief response 

(up to one page) to a question. The response may be 
written or in the form of a chart, table, diagram, or 
graph, as appropriate. (All subjects) 

 Short-answer:  Students generate a brief response, 
for example, a short statement or computation leading 
to a numeric solution. (Math only) 

 Writing prompts (essays): Students create a written  
composition in response to a writing prompt question. 
(ELA Composition only) 



Grade 3 English Language Arts 

Question 11: Reading and Literature  
(Students were asked to read a short article about George Washington Carver 
and answer questions based on the story.) 

Based on the article, explain why George Washington Carver is 
famous. Support your answer with important information from the 
article. 

Sample Questions and Student 
Responses 



2010 MCAS 
Grade 3 English Language Arts  

Question 11 - Score Point 0 

This response is irrelevant. It does not relate to the question.  

                                                     



2010 MCAS 
Grade 3 English Language Arts  

Question 11 - Score Point 2 

This response is a partial explanation of why George Washington Carver is famous but 
information from the article is limited.  It mentions that Carver helped farmers grow better crops 
and get rid of boll weevils but does not explain how this was done.  The response also mentions 
that Carver came up with ways to use peanuts, but does not include examples of these.  The 
closing sentence of this response states an opinion and does not add any additional information 
to support understanding.   



2010 MCAS 
Grade 3 English Language Arts  

Question 11 - Score Point 4 
This response is a clear, complete, and accurate explanation of why George Washington 
Carver is famous.  Important information from the article is included to explain that he taught 
farmers about crop rotation.  Additional information includes how Carver advised farmers to 
plant peanut crops to help solve the problem of boll weevils eating the cotton crops and 
showed them that peanuts could be used in many different foods.   



Grade 3 Mathematics 
Question 7: Measurement  

Jaime is measuring her pet mouse. 

a.  Should Jaime measure her mouse’s length in inches, yards, or pounds?   
        Explain how you know your answer is correct 

  b.    Should Jaime measure her mouse’s weight in feet, ounces, or tons? 
         Explain how you know your answer is correct. 



2010 MCAS 
Grade 3 Mathematics  
Question 7 - Score Point 1 

The student response contains fair evidence of an understanding of the Measurement 
concepts involved in understanding the attributes of length and weight and selecting the 

appropriate type of unit for each. While some aspects of the task are completed correctly, 
others are not. The mixed evidence provided by the student merits 1 point.  



2010 MCAS 
Grade 3 Mathematics  
Question 7 - Score Point 2 

The student response 
demonstrates an exemplary 

understanding of the 
Measurement concepts 

involved in understanding 
the attributes of length and 

weight and selecting the 
appropriate type of unit for 

each.  



What can you do to support 
 your child’s education? 



Set the Foundation for Success at Home 

·  Make sure your child gets enough sleep, eats properly 
and gets to school on time. 
·  Encourage your child to READ.  
·  Provide a quiet well-lit place to do homework. 
·  Praise your children for hard work and for  
 what they do well. 
·  Comfort counts.  On test day, make sure that your child 

is dressed appropriately. 
·  Confidence counts. Send your child with needed tools. 



Work with Your Child’s School  
• Ask the teacher how you can support your  
 child’s learning. 

• Seek help in reviewing parent reports.  
•  If your child scored below minimum 

passing, ask what extra tutoring/support is 
available. 

• Since passing MCAS is a graduation 
requirement, students who score below 220 
can take “retests.” 

• There is an appeals process for students 
who failed the MCAS three times. 
www.doe.mass.edu/mcasappeals/. 



Learn More About MCAS 
•  Identify your child’s strengths and 

weaknesses from the Parent/
Guardian Report. 

•  Review past tests and help your 
child practice test questions. 
www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/
testitems.html.  

•  Find local and online resources: 
•  www.mcasmentor.com 
•  www.doe.mass.edu/mcas 
•  Parent Information Hotline 
•  1-866-MCAS220 

•  Mass PIRC  
•  1-877-471-0980 



Help Your Child Prepare  
for the Day of the MCAS Test 

•  Make sure that your child is 
well rested and eats breakfast. 

•  See that your child arrives at 
school on time and is relaxed. 

•  Comfort counts. Send a 
sweater if it’s a cool day. 
Dress in layers for a warm 
day. 

•  Send along all the needed 
tools— sharpened pencils, 
pens, rulers, etc. 

•  Encourage your child to do the 
 best work possible and to 
have a positive attitude. 

•  Encourage your child to listen/ 
 read carefully to all test-taking 
 directions and to ask questions if 
any directions are unclear. 

•  Remind your child not to get 
stuck on any one item. 

•  Encourage your child to check 
 answers for accuracy if time 
 permits. 



All Students Can Succeed in School 
Massachusetts law states that all 
students have a right to:  
• High expectations  
• Clearly defined standards  
• Teaching that is designed and 
provided to support the 
achievement of all students 

As parents, your involvement 
makes a big difference in 
reaching high standards. 



We hope you enjoyed the 
workshop by  

Bethanie Glass, Parent 

Monica Roberts, Director of Family and Community Relations  
& Communications 


